
040 Houses • Issue 24

•  c h r i s t c h u r c h  •

Redcliffs hOusE 
by +MAP Architects

05
project

Andrew Watson has designed a 
house that occupies a spectacular 
setting with angled poise.  
Words by Charlie Gates Photography by Lisa Gane
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 The view’s the thing. Andrew Watson’s hillside home in 
Christchurch takes full advantage of its stunning view across 
the estuary, over the beach and to the Kaikoura Ranges beyond.

The view draws visitors in from the main entrance to a full-
height glass wall that is the main feature of the home’s living space.

This angular, modern home floats on a steeply sloping site in the 
Port Hills above Redcliffs, turning its back on the cold, easterly wind, 
but opening every room onto a generous deck and that view. Watson, 
an architectural graduate with +MAP Architects, designed the home 
for his mother, who is in her mid-60s. The living spaces are spread 
across a single level so she can enjoy the home into her later years.

Only the swimming pool and the glass-walled main garage 
cascade down the hillside onto two different levels.

A small carport at the top of the site gives level access through a 
side door to a small laundry, so his mother can bring in the shopping 
without having to worry about stairs. From the long, thin laundry you 
enter the wide ‘gallery’ space, which snakes down the back of the home, 
giving access to the main living area, a spare bedroom, bathroom and 
the master bedroom at an angle on the end. Stairs lead down from the 
gallery to the glass-walled garage and the swimming pool area below.

The gallery not only provides a handsome location for his 
mother’s collection of original art, but is also the arrival point for 
visitors, with sight-lines from the main entrance into the living space 
and the view beyond.

The single living space includes a kitchen, dining area and lounge. 
A discreet, sliding white panel opens to reveal a ‘rumpus room’ where 
the client’s five grandchildren can make a ruckus.

The plan of the home was dictated by the local climate and the 
topography of the site, Watson says.

The home ‘sits its bum’ on the highest point of the site and spans 
across to a concrete block bridgehead at the lower end. Integrated 
into the bridgehead is the main garage, which may be adapted into an 
art studio for the client, and beneath that the pool area.

This means the building floats above its sloping site, providing a 
shaded space beneath that will soon become lush with ferns and can 
be seen through a glass wall in the stairwell.

The pool area at the base of the site is cleverly shaded from the icy 
easterly wind and is a perfect suntrap. The thin pool points out to the 
view and appears to float above Christchurch, but is in fact supported 
by a hidden concrete block platform beneath.

From the outside, the facade that is guarded against the local 
easterly wind is clad in Corten steel with ‘Ned Kelly’ clerestory 
windows. The red rust has been allowed to bleed into the raw finish 
concrete block base, giving the building a rugged look.

The open aspect facing the view is largely glass, with aluminium 
cladding and garapa timber deck flooring that has weathered 
silver. The building defies its setting, rather than embracing it, but 
provides a sheltered, sunny and handsome home that would make 
any mother proud. 

01 Looking at the house from 
the driveway.  

02 The house viewed from the 
pool area below. 

Northwest elevation



 Houses • Issue 24 043

02



044 Houses • Issue 24

03



 Houses • Issue 24 045

03 Looking along the large deck 
into the dining space.

04 The open plan dining area 
and kitchen. 

05 The floor-to-ceiling glazing 
in the living area looks out to 
views of the estuary. 
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06 The light, white gallery 
space.

 

07 The stairs running from the 
gallery to the garage on the 
lower level.

08 The glossy black tiles in the 
bathroom curve at one end 
into the shower area.
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Pool level plan

Lower level plan

Upper level plan

1 Pool
2 Deck
3 Carport
4 Entry
5 Store
6 Gallery
7 Wardrobe
8 Bedroom
9 Bathroom
10 Rumpus
11 Living
12 Dining
13 Kitchen
14 Laundry
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Practice
+MAP Architects 
143 Victoria Street
Christchurch 
03 962 6530
www.modarch.co.nz

Practice profile
Sensible, creative and innovative 
solutions from the design team 
ensure +MAP fulfils its mission to 
create beautiful spaces, enhance the 
environment and in turn enhance our 
wider society.

Project team
Andrew Watson; Mark Bennetts

Consultants
Engineer: Structex Metro

Builder
Avon Dickie Construction

Products
Roofing: Dimond Styleline
External walls: 3mm Corten steel 
on Shadowclad plywood cladding; 
clear sealed concrete block base 
Internal walls: Resene ‘Soapstone’ 
on Gib®;  20mm lavastone tile 
entrance wall; 600x300 matt white 
rectified SCE Stone tiles with black 
gloss mosaic tiled wall in bathroom. 
Flooring: 600 Sandstone ‘Silver’ 
tiles with 600 honed basalt ensuite 
floor from SCE Stone; carpet by 
Peter Lloyd   
Windows and doors: APL 
Architectural Series Sliders, 40mm 
commercial windows
Ceiling: Resene ‘Soapstone’ on Gib®
Kitchen fittings: Plytech Futura 
cabinets; engineered stone top 
island; 5mm stainless steel plate 
cook surface; 300x100 glass tiled 
splashback by Peter Lloyd
Bathroom fittings: Black Corian 
vanities; Hansgrohe tapware and 
showers; Caroma Geo basins; 
Keramag WC’s
Lighting: Jane Purdue Design
Furniture: Peter Lloyd

Time schedule
Design and planning: 16 months
Construction: 18 months 

Project areas
Site size: 2238m2

Building area: 215m2
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09 The view from the pool of 
the estuary and beyond the 
Southshore Spit, the sea. 



0800 RESENE (737 363)  www.resene.co.nz

The new Resene Whites & Neutrals collection 
is available now in a fandeck or free individual 
palettes. Choose from over 300 of Resene’s 
most popular hues for your next painting project. 
Available only from Resene. 

Get the 
right white

NEW!

Get your favourite 
Resene colour FREE!

Bring this advertisement into your local 
Resene ColorShop and you will get 
quality paint, colours, professional 
service and advice. PLUS we will give 
you a FREE Resene 55ml testpot in the 
Resene colour of your choice from the 
Resene Whites & Neutrals Collection.
Available at Resene owned ColorShops only until 31 July 
2012. Limit one coupon/free testpot per customer.
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NEW ZEALANDS LEADING BATHROOMWARE WEBSITE

www.plumbline.co.nz

CLOUD COVER SHOWERS

The brand new Cloud Cover® range of showers offers an 
easy-to-install, water efficient in-ceiling showering solution. 

Shown is the high-technology Rainlight shower which 
uses a low-voltage LED to add soft light to your luxurious 
ceiling shower. The light activates automatically when the 
shower is in use and remains illuminated for two minutes 
after water has been turned off. Also available in the range 
are two models without lighting in either a round or square 
design. 

MORE INFORMATION?

Call or email us today to receive a free copy of our 2011 
bathroomware catalogue or visit our website.

T 0800 499 411   E sales@plumbline.co.nz 

RAINLIGHT CEILING SHOWER | 3200612

New Auckland Showroom
Evoque
23 Davis Cr, Newmarket
T 09 526 0136

Wellington Head Office & Showroom
63 Kenepuru Dr, Porirua
T 04 568 9898

NEW
AUCKLAND

SHOW
ROOM

NOW
 OPEN


